
Colonial Hills Courier

Greetings and Welcome to 2026!!

I hope that everyone has managed to navigate successfully through this wintery weather. Spring might be 

just around the corner, but so far, Mr. Winter has been dominating our area! We have had our share of snow, 

ice and blustery winds; what has been so heartwarming is seeing the outpouring of support for neighbors 

who might need some assistance with snow shoveling, spare salt bags, or other essential items. I feel so 

fortunate to live in a community filled with friends and neighbors who truly watch out for one another.

Included in this issue of the Courier, you will find the Event Calendar; many thanks to Cynthia MacKenzie 

and CyMack Real Estate for providing these handy magnets that list the dates and times for all the CHCA 

events throughout the coming year.

I would like to take a moment to thank the CHCA officers, our Trustees, our Event Chairs, our Welcoming 

Committee (Heather!!) and all of our neighbors who volunteered to make 2025 a wonderful year in Colonial 

Hills. I have truly never seen such a vibrant and close knit community come together to celebrate and 

enjoy the traditions that we have come to love about this neighborhood; the Easter Egg Hunt, 4th of July 

Celebration, Halloween Party and Pumpkin Patch, Holiday Party, Luminary Night and house decorating 

contests.

We have lots of fun in store for you and your family in 2026, so Stay Tuned!!!! We would love to have your 

input and ideas on how we can make this year the Best Ever in the Hills, so please consider attending our 

monthly Civic Association Meetings at 7:30 pm (Selby Park Shelter House) on the second Tuesdays of each 

month. Hope to see you then!!!

Warmest regards,

Leslie Caruso

FEBRUARY 2026 - A PUBLICATION OF THE COLONIAL HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION (CHCA)
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GET CONNECTED

MAIL

P.O. Box 676, Worthington, 43085

EMAIL

CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com

ONLINE

ColonialHills.us

CHCA BOARD

PRESIDENT

Leslie Caruso

lesliewcaruso@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT/COMMUNICATIONS

Chris Rule

christopher.rule@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT/EVENTS

Alan Miroslaw

alanmiroslaw@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Brittany Smith

blsmith.5008@gmail.com

TREASURER

Matt McKeegan

mckeegan95@gmail.com

WEBMASTER

Will Pearce

willpearce@columbus.rr.com
614-888-8236

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!

Not a member of the CHCA? You can join for $15/

family or $5/single or senior. Mail checks made 

payable to CHCA to address above or pay online at 

colonialhills.us.

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION

The Courier is published by the Colonial Hills 

Civic Association and distributed to approximately 

800 homes.

Residents are encouraged to 

contribute articles for publication.

Please submit questions, ideas, content and/or 

updates by email to christopher.rule@gmail.com or 

by mail, address above.

Colonial Hills
~ The Friendly Community ~
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EVENT/MEETING DATE 2026 TIME Location/other notes for 
calendar

January CHCA Meeting Tues Jan 13 7:30 PM Shelter House

February CHCA Meeting Tues Feb 10 7:30 PM Shelter House

March CHCA Meeting Tues Mar 10 7:30 PM Shelter House

Easter Egg Stuffing Sat March 21 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Volunteers needed at Selby 
Park shelter house

Easter Egg Hunt Sat March 28 10:00 AM Volunteers needed at Selby 
Park shelter house

Easter Egg Hunt Rain Date Sat April 4 10:00 AM Selby Park

April CHCA Meeting Tues April 14 7:30 PM Shelter House

May CHCA Meeting Tues May 12 7:30 PM Shelter House

Trustee Dinner Tues May 12 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM TBD

June CHCA Meeting Tues June 9 7:30 PM Shelter House

Neighborhood Garage Sale Sat June 13 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

4th of July Sat July 4 8:30 5K, 10:00 Kiddie 
Parade, followed by 
games and food trucks

Shelter House and Selby Park

July CHCA Meeting Tues Jul 14 7:30 PM Shelter House

August CHCA Meeting Tues Aug 11 7:30 PM Shelter House

September CHCA Meeting Tues Sep 8 7:30 PM Shelter House

October CHCA Meeting Tues Oct 13 7:30 PM Shelter House

Halloween Party, Pumpkin 
Patch

Sun Oct 25 3:00 PM - 5:00 PM Shelter House

Halloween House Dec 
Competition

Tues Oct 27 7:00 PM If participating, have your 
lights on by 7pm

Food Drive Sat Nov 7 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM Donations on porch by 9 AM

November CHCA Meeting Tues Nov 10 7:30 PM Shelter House

Luminary Set Up Sat Dec 5 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM Volunteers needed at Selby 
Park shelter house

December CHCA Meeting Tues Dec 8 7:30 PM Shelter House

Children’s Holiday Party Sun Dec 13 3:00 PM Shelter House

Light Your Luminaries Sun Dec 13 7:00 PM

Holiday House Dec 
Competition

Tues Dec 15 7:00 PM If participating, have your 
lights on by 7pm
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2025 LUMINARY SET 
UP AND THANKS

The Colonial Hills Civic Association (CHCA), Worthington, wishes to 

express their great appreciation for the generous gift of a box of 2000 

plastic grocery bags donated on October 13, 2025, by the Kroger 

Charitable Donations Organization, Mr. Mark Bruce, Corporate Affairs 

Manager, the Kroger Company. This box of 2000 bags are 200 more 

than what we need every two years, and completed the other necessary 

supplies which the CHCA purchased for our luminary kit assembly 

event Saturday, December 6, in which we assembled 902 luminary kits 

for the 826 homes in our neighborhood - each kit containing 5 pounds 

of pea gravel, 5 tealight candles and 5 white lunch sacks.

And the CHCA wishes to greatly thank our two Luminary Event 

sponsors for their very generous donations for this event: The Roof 

Detective and Erin Hunt Glowacki, the Powell Buehler Group.

Also, I want to heartily thank each of the 34 volunteers, including 12 

youth, who assembled all these kits in a record-tying time this year of 

around 10:50 AM! Please see the photos which show the fairly good 

weather for our volunteers that day, which was one of the few dry days 

in the previous week.

And I cannot thank enough our CHCA Trustees, who delivered the 

luminary kits to each home in their district (plus their year-round work 

in delivering our Courier newsletters and CHCA membership packets, 

and some of whom have additional roles within the CHCA) - and many 

trustees also volunteered for luminary kit assembly. And I must thank 

Al Smyth, who has continued since 2014 to backstop our event, by 

delivering to nine trustees who were not able this year to pick up their 

bundles of kits by 1:00 PM on Saturday, including one delivery to all the 

homes in one district!

Mother Nature, year after year, inexplicably (knock on wood) had 

given us fairly, if not completely, no-raining, non-heavily snowing, and 

unseasonably mild days, for both Kit Assembly Saturday and Luminary 

Display Sunday. This year for Luminary Display Sunday, Mother Nature 

gave us two out of three of these conditions, including no noticeable 

wind - but eliminating the effect of the polar vortex was not possible 

– so it was a frigid 7 degrees. Thus, although the night was fine for the 

luminary display itself, it took some resolve on the part of our residents 

to make it happen.
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But, braving the cold, a very high percentage of residents set out their luminaries - although the bone-chilling 

temperature prevented folks from getting out and walking the streets to enjoy the luminary and holiday 

decorations handiwork of their neighbors. And although I observed while driving each street that it was 

not the festive night it usually is, anyone out and about that evening was treated to wonderfully continuous 

displays of luminaries on many streets - for instance, on E. Selby all the way from the apartments and 

condos to around Foster, plus the virtual 100% participation on Meadoway, Park Overlook, E. Southington, 

the west, cul-de-sac end of Loveman, and portions of Indianola and Park Blvd.

Will Pearce

Luminary Event Chair

HOLIDAY PARTY 2025

A great big Thank You to Event Chair Erin Zelinski Righter and her volunteers for the neighborhood holiday 

party they put on at the shelter house Sunday, December 14!

Although it was a frightful, frigid 7 degrees outside, inside it was a delightful afternoon as shown in the 

photos, where guests enjoyed decorating cookies, playing games, doing crafts - and even seeing Santa!
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Annual Reports That Raise Support

Professional design that earns donor trust and frees 

your team's time. Custom reports that reflect the 

caliber of your mission-driven work.

kateburgener.com
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John S. Jones
	  		  Attorney at Law

John is a long-time Colonial Hills resident whose practice
focuses on Estate Planning & Estate Administration.

867 High St., Suite C
Worthington, OH 43085
jsj@jsjlaw.com

Office: 885-8118
Fax: 885-5559

www.lawyers.com/jsjlaw

“I make house calls in the Hills”

 
 

 

 
 

 

Meacham Real Estate Company
Kelly Meacham

Real Estate Agent
Cell: (614) 975-7896

Email: kelly@meachamrealestate.com
Website: www.meachamrealestate.com

Meacham Real Estate Company
Tim Meacham
Real Estate Agent
Cell: (614) 204-1069
Email: tim@meachamrealestate.com
Website: www.meachamrealestate.com

We provide the
following services
with our listings  

• Curb Appeal Special:
   We provide touch up
   landscaping free of charge!
• 12 - 16 Page Brochure!
• HD Professional Photographs of Home! 

• Floor Plan AND Virtual
   Tour marketed for ALL Listings!
• 3D Matterport with
   individualized address website!

LIST WITH ME FOR 2%!  CALL TIM OR KELLY FOR TWO!
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2025 COLONIAL HILLS HOLIDAY 
DECORATING CONTEST

Here are the winners of the 2025 Holiday Decorating 

Contest! Congratulations and thanks to all who 

participated. The snow on the ground really helped 

bring out the festiveness of the displays.

The judges decided to name each display after a 

Christmas song.

Front door category included front porches, yards 

and sometimes the whole Shebang per the judges’ 

determination.

And a huge Thank You to Event Chair Dave Nadolny 

and his secret judges! And also, thank you to 

everyone who decorated their homes!

Dave wanted to let everyone know a little history 

on the signs. “15 years or so ago, the CHCA decided 

that the annual winners should have a sign in their 

yard. I enlisted our local Cub Scout pack who did 

the festive (although odd in some cases) artwork on 

the back of the signs. I then stenciled the lettering 

on the front and waterproofed them. They’ve held 

up pretty well, but I think they are near end of useful 

life. Maybe new signs and categories next year!”

2ND BEST OVERALL

524 Colonial – “Nightmare Before Christmas”

1ST BEST OVERALL

120 E. Riverglen – “Christmas Time is Here”

3RD BEST OVERALL

265 Kenbrook Dr – “Christmas is for Children”
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2ND BEST FRONT DOOR

384 Colonial – “Santa Claus is Coming to Town”

MOST ARTISTIC

435 Park – “Welcome Christmas”

1ST BEST FRONT DOOR

5603 Indianola – “Mele Kalikimaka”

BEST RETRO

287 Loveman – “Frosty the Snowman”

3RD BEST FRONT DOOR

547 Park Overlook – “We Wish You a T-Rex Christmas”

MOST LIT UP

212 Colonial – “Deck the Halls”
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

(The following introduction is a complete fabrication… except for the 

money part. The money is real.)

When Leslie Caruso campaigned for the Presidency (aka was 

nominated and volunteered into the position), she campaigned on an 

audacious platform of giving away more money than any President in 

Colonial Hills Civic Association history. Unlike most politicians, Leslie is 

as honest as the legend of Honest Abe (that is true) and has fully delivered on that campaign promise (that 

she never made), year in and year out. The CHCA now has a track record of 4 years awarding over $5,000 

dollars and looks to continue that streak with our 2025 Scholarship award.

What do you need to do to get in on the action? Just apply, dear neighbors, apply. The completed application 
MUST be received by April 4 and you can find the application on colonialhills.us. You can deliver your 

application either in person or to be received via the CHCA e-mail address (CHCA.worthington@gmail.com).

Minimum requirements are:

1)	 Attend a Colonial Hills Civic Association meeting OR Interview a CHCA Officer. AND

2)	Submit one (1) letter of recommendation from an adult who knows you well and has worked with you 
in a relevant capacity. AND

3)	Write a 2-page (double spaced) essay about the Colonial Hills neighborhood that answers the 
questions – Why do you love living here? What role has your community played in your development? 
AND

4)	Volunteer at two (2) Civic Association events OR Complete a (Civic Association pre-approved) 
neighborhood project.

For the volunteer requirement, there are MANY opportunities coming up during this spring season. DON’T 

MISS OUT! If you cannot make a volunteer date already set up, see a CHCA officer to talk about how you 

can fulfill via a neighborhood project! Make sure you enjoy the JOY of being part of this neighborhood 

community… and get a little something extra if you are headed into a continuing education program!

SCHOLARSHIP 
DEADLINE: 

APRIL 4
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THANK YOU TO OUR WELCOME 
BAG CREATOR/DELIVERER

Perhaps you have had this experience before. You show up for an event, don’t know anyone, and slip out 

awkwardly without greeting anyone because you were too scared of rejection? For me, it was when I was 

a freshman in college and I showed up at a student event I really wanted to go to, didn't know anyone, 

and slipped out the back door as soon as it ended. Maybe you have felt that before. When you move into 

Colonial Hills, we don’t want you to slip out the proverbial backdoor without getting to know what makes 

this neighborhood so special. We in Colonial Hills want to let our new neighbors feel that same welcome, to 

live up to our name “The Friendly Community.” And one of the ways that we do that is through the Welcome 

Bag program.

Did you know that Heather Barkimer takes time to track down who the new kids on the block are and create 

welcome bags? With goodies and ads from local stores, the latest copy of the Colonial Hills Courier, and a 

lot of love, they seek to welcome new people to the neighborhood. So thank you, Heather, for the way that, 

since 2022, you have made our neighborhood a place that people love to move into. We are grateful!
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EASTER EGG SET UP

Spring is hopping our way, and that means our annual neighborhood 

Easter Egg Hunt is right around the corner! To make this event a 

success, we’re looking for volunteers to help stuff plastic eggs with 

candy and prize tags. It’s an easy, fun way to pitch in, and it makes a 

huge difference for everyone who looks forward to this tradition every 

year.

If you can spare a little time to help prepare the eggs, we would love 

to have you join us on Saturday, March 21 at 10:00 AM at the shelter house. You can volunteer solo, with 

your family, or even turn it into a mini group activity with friends. Please reach out to the event organizer or 

check the neighborhood board for sign-up details. Let’s work together to make this year’s Easter Egg Hunt 

extra egg-cellent for our kids!

EASTER EGG HUNT AND RAINDATE

Hear ye, hear ye! The Colonial Hills Civic Association’s 80th HOPPY 

EASTER EGG HUNT at Selby Park on Saturday, March 28th, 2026. I, 

dear neighbor, am not a punctual person but I have learned to have my 

basket ready, elbows sharpened and at the starting line by 10:00 a.m. 

SHARP!! (the rain date is Saturday April 4th at 10 am).

If you are to witness the organized joyful chaos firsthand, don’t worry, 

be hoppy that you are going to be part of a legendary tradition. 

Showing up a minute late can mean missing all the fun. The Easter Bunny will deliver a hopping good time, 

with a little help from our awesome volunteers. We are egg-cited to see all of our new neighbors at the 

event. Egg “lanes” will be ready for kids of all ages (yes, including BIG old kids…) to scramble for eggs filled 

with candy or prize tickets. Be sure to open all of your eggs before you leave the park. If you find a paper 

number in your egg, come into the shelter house to claim a special prize basket!

A big thanks to Tim Meacham of Tim Meacham Real Estate Company and Rich Cercone of Equitable 

Mortgage Corporation for their kind sponsorship of this event. If you want to sell, buy or simply refi, be sure 

to give them a call!

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 21, 10 AM, 

SELBY PARK 
SHELTER HOUSE

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 28, 

10 AM, 
SELBY PARK
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THANK YOU TO TRUSTEES

A tremendous THANK YOU to all our Colonial Hills Civic Association Trustees for the work they do year-

round, in delivering our Couriers, conducting our annual membership drive, and delivering our luminaries! 

If you have never thanked your Trustee, please take a minute to say Thank You the next time you see them 

for all that they do!

District Trustee Phone District Range
1 Wessel, Gretchen 614-218-3443 165-235 E. Selby, 5549-5573 Foster

2 Barkimer, Heather 614-973-9680 254-329 E. Selby

3 Pearce, Will 614-888-8236 300’s S. and N. Selby, 5500’s Greenwich

4 Rundle, Lis 614-436-0009 416-500 S. Selby

5 Button, Dan & Jennifer 614-846-5620 507-627 S. Selby

6 Cecil, John 419-889-3296 510-591 N. Selby

7 Weier, Rory 617-935-4736 416-501 N. Selby

8 Lee, Dan and Jina 614-440-8038 5493-5603 Indianola

9 Brannan-Smith, Stacy 614-209-7544 491-587 Kenbrook

10 Callender, Stephen 614-806-7959 416-484 Kenbrook

11 Barnhill, Jodi 614-781-8821 175-318 Kenbrook

12 Taylor, Cindy 614-551-1192 334-396 Kenbrook

13 Mannarino, Bo 614-600-8708 417-497 Loveman

14 Stockhausen, Sharon 614-406-8979 500-583 Loveman

15 Zalenski, Angy 614-314-8124 5610-5698 Indianola

16 Ogle, Mary Ann 614-888-3138 5704-5782 Indianola

17 Forman, Dave 614-570-4669 429-507 Park Blvd.

18 Hayes, Peggy 614-361-0554 512-580 Park Blvd.

19 Wetterauer, Mary 614-572-3320 464-517 Meadoway Park

20 Wetterauer, Mary 614-572-3320 522-584 Meadoway Park

21 Righter, Ross 614-352-4314 496-584 Colonial

22 Stengel, Kate 551-206-0941 424-490 Colonial

23 Bunger, Jeff & Connie 614-569-9095 334-401 Loveman

24 Darbaker, Patricia 614-354-8200 345-409 Park Blvd.

25 Niese, Nathan 614-296-4669 346-397 Colonial, 5710-5736 Andover

26 Caruso, Jay 614-620-8556 263-333 Colonial

27 Retterer, Abby 614-638-0069 234-332 Park Blvd.

28 Moore, Kathy & David 614-404-7439 483-567 Park Overlook

29 Chalfant, Emily & Brookes 415-846-6821 410-482 Park Overlook, 5765-5791 Andover

30 Paul, Ken 614-329-2164 251-322 Loveman

31 Richmond, Mark 406-570-4971 5684-5731 Foster

32 Leggitt, Brenda 909-229-1869 174-235 Loveman

33 Norstrom, Dorian 614-846-9688 Brookside Oval, Hardy Way, 186-204 Park Blvd., 
212-256 Colonial
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34 Gaston, Kris 614-436-6448 Lake Ridge Rd, 5765-5830 Granby, 116-142 Park 
Blvd.

35 Dolle, Laura & Burton, Wil 513-315-2250 164-238 E. Selby, 5568-5584 Morning

36 Vacancy xxx-xxx-xxxx Ad Hoc District #36, Selby Apts (Luminaries)

37 Dorothy, Rachael 614-406-6391 Ad Hoc District #37 Selby Apts/Condos 
(Couriers): 45-150 E. Selby, Selby Court, 5573-
5581 Morning

39 Hall, Jen & Seth 614-507-6184 27-130 E. Riverglen

40 Birnie, Phil 614-519-6176 22-85 E. Southington; 64, 72/110 Park Blvd., 
5713-5737 Bromley, 5732-5778 Hartford
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Agent

2500 W Dublin Granville Rd
Columbus, OH 43235-5701

Bus: 614-764-2411
janna@jannaismyagent.com
www.jannaismyagent.com
        

Janna Bidlack

Call, click or stop by today 

Local service
& great rates

CYNTHIA MACKENZIE
614.204.5380 mobile

cy@cymack.com
www.cymack.com

PET/HOUSE SITTERS/MISC. SERVICES

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832; pet sitter

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com; dog 

walker

Harrison George, 614-787-3261; pet sitter

Ruth Glass, glassruth@icloud.com; pet sitter/

walker

Noah Graff, 614.329.6898; pet sitter/dog walker

Matthew Harrison, 614-888-6360; house/pet 

sitter, mowing

Carly Johnson, www.happytailscolumbus.com; 

Pet Sitting/Dog Walker; (Happy Tails Pet 

Care); Bonded & Insured, Online Booking

Chelsey Jones, 614-440-0427; pet sitter (dogs & 

cats)/walker

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (cats)

Gavin Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (dogs & 

cats)

Archie Ziss, 614-824-9043; pet sitter

This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

BABYSITTER LISTINGS

Melina Balch, 614-271- 7688+

Daphne Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia)

Lucy Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia)

Ali Diehl, 614-633-8059+

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com*

Ruth Glass, glassruth@icloud.com+

Eva Graff, 614.329.6898+

Lexi Gregory & Camille Kamradt, 614-937-6501+ (BB)

Audrey Holton, 740-221-0146 (cell)+(BB)

Etta Kilzer-Whisman, 614-749-9513

Regan Jones, 614-318-9182

Zoe Lawhead, 614-361-3832

Lily Millwater, 614-844-3836 (cell) or 614-396-6144+

Julia Orloff, 614-885-4963+

Alaina and Charlie, 

thewatchfuleyebabysitting@gmail.com+(BB)

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; Parent helper for 

kids ages 2-4

+ = Red Cross certified 
* = Girl Scout certified
(SS) = Safesitter certified
(BB) = Better Babysitters class
This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be 
added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com
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